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PARCC: ELA/Literacy Understanding 
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Goals 

 

• Articulate PARCC Test Design Changes 
 

• Explain PARCC ELA/Literacy Student Score Report (SSR)  
 

• Share Instructional Support System (ISS): PARCC data 
 

• Calibrate Student Expectations for PARCC Released Items  - PCR 
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Adoption of Common Core State Standards 

July 2010: The Rhode Island Board of Regents 
adopt the CCSS for ELA and Math 

Transition 

SY2010-2013: RI districts and schools begin to revise 
curriculum and instruction 

Full Implementation 

SY2013-2014: All RI schools are using new 
standards  

First PARCC Administration 

SY2014-2015: RI schools administer new PARCC 
assessments to evaluate student progress on CCSS 

Raising the Bar for Education in RI 
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Test Design Changes – One 
Testing Window 

Test Design Changes – One Testing Window 
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Test Design Changes – Fewer Test 
Units 

  

With the changes, students in all grades will participate in fewer test units. 
  

The redesigned ELA/L tests are composed of 3 units.  

Test Design Changes – Fewer Test Units 

NOTE: Some schools have been selected for field testing in ELA/literacy. If a school/grade is selected the students will 
take an additional unit: a field test task (unit time = approx. 110 minutes). Additional information has been provided to 
selected schools.  
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PARCC: Unit Testing Times Spring 2016 

Grade Unit

Unit Testing Time 

(Minutes)

Unit 1 90

Unit 2 75

Unit 3 90

Unit 1 90

Unit 2 90

Unit 3 90

Unit 1 110

Unit 2 110

Unit 3 90

Grade 3

Grades  4-5

Grades 6-11

These times DO NOT include the Administration Time needed to read instruction, pass out /collect materials, log 
into/out of TestNav, etc.  
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Further Information: 

 

 PARCC  District Testing Coordinators Workshops: Late February 

 Test Administrator/Teacher Training Modules 

 

District & School Administrator PARCC Accommodations Workshops: 

  Late January/Early February  

 

 

Spring 2016 Administration 

http://parcc.pearson.com/manuals-training/
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FIRST YEAR  

PARCC DATA 



ELA/Literacy: Percentage at Each Performance Level 

 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

State
Average

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

18 20 
13 12 14 17 19 23 

32 

20 20 

19 21 21 18 
20 

21 

18 

26 23 
30 29 30 27 

26 
23 

19 

30 34 32 35 31 
29 

29 26 22 

6 3 6 2 4 
10 6 7 9 

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Meets and Exceeds Expectations 

36% 37% 38% 37% 35% 39% 35% 33% 31% 



10 

PARCC Student Score Reports 
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PARCC results are reported in a number of ways so that districts, 
schools, teachers, and parents can see how students performed 
on each assessment. 

• Types of PARCC Scores: 

Performance Levels 

Scale Scores  

• Overall 

• Reading and Writing 

Sub-claim Performance Indicators 
 

   Understanding PARCC Results 
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Broad, categorical levels that describe how well student(s) met the 
expectations for their grade level or course 

 

Performance Levels 

Level 1 Did not yet meet expectations  
 

Level 2 Partially met expectations  
 

Level 3 Approached expectations  
 

Level 4 Met expectations  
 

Level 5 Exceed expectations  
 

CCR determination 
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Performance Level Descriptors - PLDs 
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Performance Levels  

 Best measure of whether students met expectations for 
their grade level or course 

 Useful to evaluate individual student, subgroup, school, 
district, and state performance 

 Best statistic: percent of students at each performance 
level 

 

 

Best use of PARCC Performance Levels 
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English Language Arts/Literacy Student Score Report 
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English Language Arts/Literacy Student Score Report   

16 
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Numerical values that summarize the overall level of 
performance attained 

  Overall PARCC scale ranges from 650-850 

  750 = cut score between levels 3 & 4  

  Cut score between levels 4 & 5 varies by grade/subject 

 

 Overall Scale Scores 

ELA/L  
Gr. 7 

ELA/L  
Gr. 10 



18 

Probable Range 

Presented on 2nd page of Student Score Report 
 

Based on the conditional standard error of   

 measurement 

Varies across forms and across levels of performance  

 within forms 

 

Important Note 
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For ELA/L, performance for Reading & Writing are provided as Scale Scores on 
different scales from the Overall Scale Score 

 

 Reading scale ranges from 10-90 

50 = score in Reading that students who just achieve Level 4 on the entire 
test are expected to obtain 

 

 Writing scale ranges from 10-60 

35 = score in Writing that students who just achieve Level 4 on the entire 
test are expected to obtain 

 

NOTE:  

Reading Scale Scores + Writing Scale Scores         Overall PARCC ELA/L Scale Score 

Reading & Writing Scale Scores 

19 
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English Language Arts/Literacy Student Score Report 
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 Most useful to capture performance changes over time 

 Best statistic: Average scaled score within a grade level 

 Comparing Grade 3 scores from 2015 and Grade 3 scores from 2016 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Note that because the tests are not vertically aligned, taking an average of scale scores 
across different grade levels is not advisable 

 

 Nor is it appropriate to measure improvement from one grade to another. For 
example, a 735 in grade 3 to a 745 in grade 4 is not necessarily 10 points of 
improvement due to the different cut scores at each grade level 

 

REMEMBER:  

Reading Scale Scores + Writing Scale Scores          Overall PARCC ELA/L Scale Score 
 

Best Use of PARCC Overall Scale Scores and 
Reading & Writing Scale Scores 

21 
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ELA/Literacy Sub-claims 

 Reading Writing 

Literary Text Informational Text Vocabulary 
Writing 

Expression 

Knowledge  
and Use of Language 

Conventions 
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Sub-claim Performance Indicators 

Represents how well students performed in each sub-claim 
category  

Indicators are calculated based on PARCC consortium 
reference group 

 Student did not do as well on this claim as  the Level 3 
 student  

 Student did as well on this claim as Level 3 students 
 but not as well as Level 4 students 

     Student did as well on this claim as Level 4 students 

 



24 

 

English Language Arts/Literacy  
Student Score Report 
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Sub-claim Performance Indicators 

 At individual student level, best used with other information, such 
as grades, teacher feedback, and scores on other assessments, to 
help determine each student’s unique academic strengths and 
needs 

 At program level, useful to identify potential gaps in 
curriculum/standards alignment 

 At state level, percentage of student performance 

 Best statistic: percent of students at each sub-claim level 

 

 

Best Use of PARCC Sub-claim Performance 
Indicators 
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UnderstandTheScore.org 
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What Parents Need to Know About the Score 
Reports 

 

• The PARCC tests replace the old state tests. They measure how well 
students are performing against the new state standards that guide math 
and English language arts instruction.  
 

• The PARCC tests are only one of several measures, including report 
card grades and in-class performance, that are used to determine a 
student's academic achievement.  

 

• The score reports are a valuable tool for parents and teachers. The 
report provides a deeper level of information that can be used to better 
understand where students are doing well and where they need additional 
support. This helps teachers and parents support students. 
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What Parents Need to Know About the Score 
Reports 

 

• The PARCC tests moves away from multiple choice questions to ones 
that allow students to demonstrate a real understanding of what they know 
and can do by writing essays, solving real world problems, and reading and 
analyzing complex text—all critical skills in the real-world.  

 

• Your child’s score may look lower this year because the tests 
measured more complex skills. A low score does not mean your child did 
not improve or learned less, but instead that the expectations have been 
raised for students.  
 

• The first year’s scores are a new baseline from which to progress from 
and measure against moving forward.  
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• The RIDE website provides reports on state, district, and school 
performance on the PARCC assessments 
(http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentRes
ults.aspx)  

• Individual Student Reports were shipped to districts (Sent 12/2015) 

---------------------------------- 

• The Instructional Support System (ISS) provides teachers access to the 
PARCC results for your class and comparisons to your school, district, 
and the state 

• Released items are available on the PARCC Partnership Resource Library 
(https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items )  

How will Educators in Rhode Island Access  
PARCC Information 

http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentResults.aspx
http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentResults.aspx
http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentResults.aspx
http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentResults.aspx
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
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RIDEmap   https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov 

Username is firstname.lastname   
Password must include capital letters, a number and a special character. 

https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov/
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31 

Click here to 

enter ISS. 
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Instructional Support System:  
Teacher Dashboard 

L 
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Instructional Support System:  
Teacher Dashboard 

      District 

      District 
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ISS: Teacher Dashboard 

Use legend for identification of assessment. 

Use the arrows to sort by a 

demographic category or days 

absent. 

Click on student name to view 

student profile page.  

Click on achievement 

bands for additional 

details about student 

scores. 
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Student Profile Report: PARCC results 

This is the overall score for each 

assessment(s).  

Display of each 

assessment(s)   sub-

claim achievement 

level.  

Click on bar for more detail.  
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ISS: Teacher Dashboard 
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As you review your own data… 

 Remember PARCC data is 1 data point and should be used in concert with 
current data collection (e.g., grades,  district assessments) 
 

Questions to keep in mind: 

 What patterns are you noticing in your data?  

 What generalizations can you make based upon your class/district data? 

 Any areas of surprises? Confirmations? 
 

Now that I know, what should I do next? 

 Review released items and sample student responses & CALIBRATE 
expectations 

 Reflect on current understanding of standards in conjunction with now seeing 
expectations of student responses 

 

Utilizing 1st year PARCC Data: Quick Snap Shot 
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Calibration 

 

PURPOSE: 
 

• Build CONSISTENCY 

 Interpretation of rubric 

 Evaluation of qualities found in student work 

Application of rubric to score student work across classes, 
schools, and LEAs 
 

• Establish RELIABILITY of scores 
 

• ALIGN student work to the standard(s)  
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Calibration can: 

 

Align the scorers with the existing rubric & anchor papers 

 

OR 

 

Identify anchor papers using the rubric 
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• Available on the PARCC Partnership Resource Library 
(https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items ) 

Released Items & Student Response Samples 

https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
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PARCC Consortium goal:  

To release one complete form at every grade level 

 

Literary Analysis Task (LAT) 

Research Simulation Task (RST) 

Narrative Writing Task (NWT) 

 

Along with grade appropriate Literary/ Informational 
Short or Long passages and/or Paired Sets  

 

Released Items & Student Response Samples 
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INCLUDE: 

• Texts (if permissions granted) 
 

• PDFs of each item  
 

• Answer key, which includes standard alignment 
 

• Sample ANCHOR Papers and Practice Papers of student responses 
 

• Annotations for Anchor Papers, when applicable 
 

• Grade Appropriate RUBRICS (ie., Grade 3, Grades 4-5, & Grades 6-11) 
 

• NOTES – often share information regarding items within set 
 

IMPORTANT: Some released sets include item types that are no longer being 
developed for use on the PARCC assessment (e.g., 3 part EBSR items,  TECRs which 
highlight the WHOLE text for students to select one piece of evidence) 

  

TASK Released Item Sets 
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Students read three informational texts:     1 Extended Text 

                                                                    2 Additional Texts 
 

REMINDER: Grade 3 has only 1 Additional Informational Text 
 

 

Students complete:     8*  Evidence Based Selected Response (EBSR) & 

                             Technology Enhanced Constructed                    

                                                  Response (TECR)  

            1    Prose Constructed Response (PCR) 
 

 

 

*Reflects the item reduction, per blueprint updates for the PARCC ELA/Literacy 
Spring 2016 administration 

 
 

Students Experience: RST 
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TEXTS: 
 

Article: “The Incredible Talking Machine” by Randall Stross* 
 

Passage from the Article: “History of the Cylinder Phonograph”  
 

Article: “Psst…Hey, You.” by Mark Fischetti 

 

 
* Permission was not granted for this passage.  

Grade 8 – Research Simulation Task 



45 

 

 

 

Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 



52 

 

 

 

Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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Grade 8 RST: Item Analysis 
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1. Independently READ all three articles 
 

2. Record outline/notes articulating the big ideas you would 
use to frame your response  
 

3. Be sure to identify evidence you would use to answer the 
prompt yourself 
 

4. Make note of what you predict you will see in an 

      8th graders’ response 
 

 

  
 

Calibration Protocol 
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Calibration: Looking at Student Responses 

INDEPENDENTLY… 
 

Read 3 student responses  
 

Rate the 3 responses: HIGH, MIDDLE, LOW 

 

Pair/Table Group… 
 

 Share with colleagues ratings 
 

Discuss differences 
 

 Come to consensus on rating 
 

Articulate WHY you assigned rating  
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Calibrating Student Responses - Part 2 

INDEPENDENTLY… 
 

Read 2 more student responses  
 

Rate the 2 responses in relation to previous set 

 

Pair/Table Group… 
 

 Share rating with colleagues 
 

Discuss & come to consensus for progression of all papers 
 

Articulate WHY you assigned rating  
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Understanding PARCC Rubric Expectations  
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INDEPENDENTLY…  

Read & Review Grade 6-11 Rubric: RST & LAT  
 

Highlight words that signal change between score points 

  

Pair/Table Group… 

Discuss signal words & score point distinctions 

Calibration: Rubric Analysis 
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PARCC Rubric Analysis 
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INDEPENDENTLY… 

 Assign a Reading Comprehension & Written Expression score to each 
paper based upon Rubric expectations 

 

Pair/Table Group… 

 Discuss scores & come to consensus for assigned score 
 

 

Calibration: Scoring Student Work 
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Calibration: Annotations 

INDEPENDENTLY: 
 

Read Annotations for 5 student response papers 
 

Ask yourself: 
 

Did the annotations help your understanding of the score 
assigned? 
 

Did the annotations highlight a new interpretation for you of 
the student response? 
 

Did the annotation help clarify language of the rubric?  
 

What might you add to the annotation?  
62 
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Calibration: Take Away Discussion 

Scoring Reflection: 
 

Articulate characteristics found within Score Point 3 responses?  
 

Identify differences between Score Point 3 and 4? Score point 3 and 2? 
  

If you had discrepant scores among scorers, how were they discrepant? Was it 
due to interpretation of rubric language? Student expectations differences? 

 

Implications for Instruction: 
 

How do students prepare to understand the expectations of the standard? 
 

How do we support students in answering this type of question?   
 

Would a Graphic Organizer be appropriate?  
 

Experience with multiple texts?  
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Calibration in Action!  Practice Papers 

INDEPENDENTLY: 
 

Read Practice Papers  
 

Using ANCHOR set & RUBRIC Assign score for each Practice Paper 

 

Pair/Table group:   
 

Discuss papers and scores 
 

Defend your score 
 

 Come to consensus on scores 
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Calibration in Action!  Practice Papers 
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Practice Paper Score 

P101 2 

P102 1 

P103 3 

P105 2 

How do your scores compare?  
Do you agree? Disagree? WHY?  
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Calibration Protocol: Utilizing PARCC Released Items 
 

 

FACILITATOR ROLE 
 

Crucial: Take the test as a student 
 

1. Select task (LAT, RST, NWT) and read/answer all EBSR/TECR questions 
for the task set – Just like your students! Review/Score your work 
 

2. Read and Outline what you would write to answer the PCR, including 
identifying your evidence 

 

3. Re-familiarize self with the grade band appropriate PARCC Rubric, 
highlight descriptive words delineating distinctions between score points   
 

4. Read and analyze each Anchor paper – making notes regarding what 
students is demonstrating in their response, per Rubric expectations 
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Calibration Protocol: Utilizing PARCC Released Items 

FACILITATOR ROLE continued… 
 

5. Review the Annotations (if provided) for Anchor Set with own notes to 
calibrate expectations 

 

6.   Discuss anchor papers with colleagues to develop an understanding of the 
expectations of the rubric, if possible 

 

7.  Determine which anchors to use in calibration exercise to help facilitate rich 
conversation  among participants, noting student responses that warrant 
discussion based upon current understandings 
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Calibration Protocol: Utilizing PARCC Released Items 
 

 
 

Crucial: Take the test as a student 
 

1. Read and answer all EBSR/TECR questions for the task set – Just like 
your students! Review/Score your work 
 

2. Record your outline articulating  how you would compose your answer 
the PCR, including identifying your evidence 

 

3. Familiarize self with the grade band appropriate PARCC Rubric, highlight 
descriptive words delineating distinctions between score points   
 

4. Read and analyze each Anchor paper – making notes regarding what 
students is demonstrating in their response, per Rubric expectations 
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Calibration Protocol: Utilizing PARCC Released Items 

5. Discuss anchor papers with colleagues 

• Remember that  as we discuss student work we always focus on the 
positive elements of the response 

• Make concerted effort to keep the discussion professional focusing on 
evidence, your student work sample, and know that this work can 
generate heated conversation  

• While often uncomfortable, it is these challenging conversations that 
allow us all to develop a deeper understanding of the expectations of 
the rubric and ultimately the student expectation of the standard 
 

6.  Review the Annotations (if provided) for Anchor Set with own notes to 
calibrate expectations 
 

7. Repeat process to Calibrate Practice Papers or perhaps your own students’ 
responses to the PCR 
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The Calibration Process 

Ultimate Benefit: 
 

Deepens collective understanding of standard  & expectations 

 

Extensions: 
 

 Revise/Review  current rubrics 
 

 Anchor/Practice responses useful for instruction with students: 

 Shows students how other peers have responded to PCRs 

 Students can analyze/evaluate sample responses critiquing each writer’s 
craft & applying to own peer feedback  
 

 Aide in making meaning of data to guide instruction/curriculum 
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Resources  

 

• PARCC Released Items & Sample Student Responses 
 

• PARCC Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) 

• PARCConline.org – Educator Resources 
 

• Understand the Score.org 
 

• RIDEMAP to log into Instructional Support System (ISS) 
 

• PARCC Reports: Webinar and Power Points 
 

• PARCC Reports: Quick Start Guide for Teachers (ISS) – COMING 
SOON! 

71 

https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/ela-performance-level-descriptors
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://understandthescore.org/
https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov/
http://ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/PARCCAssessment.aspx
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Literacy Supports on RIDE website 
 

 

CCSS Resources 

 

Writing Calibration Tool – Turn Key Protocol  

  Addresses : 

• BOTH Holistic & Analytic Rubrics  

• If you have Anchors sets and if you do not have 
Anchor sets 
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http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Literacy/CommonCoreStateStandardsforELALiteracy.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Common-Core/RIDE_Calibration_Process.pdf
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RIDE Literacy Specialists 
 

Diane Girard:  diane.girard@ride.ri.gov  
 

Colleen O’Brien: colleen.obrien@ride.ri.gov  

Contact Information 

mailto:Diane.girard@ride.ri.gov
mailto:colleen.obrien@ride.ri.gov

